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Venomous Snakes
Taxonomy, Identification and Distribution

• Of the 3346 species of snakes, 667 belong to the three 
families of venomous snakes: 
– Lamprophiidae subfamily Atractaspidinae (burrowing asps); 

– Elapidae (cobras, kraits, mambas, coral snakes, sea snakes, etc.) and 

– Viperidae (old world and pit vipers).

• Only about 200 species have caused death or 
permanent disability by biting humans. 
– The largest family, Colubridae, includes 1748 species of which 100 are 

capable of producing mild envenoming in humans, but only a few have 
caused fatalities.
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Non-Venomous Snakes
Taxonomy, Identification and Distribution

• The giant constrictors (family Boidae) are potentially 
dangerous to man. 

• There are reliable reports of fatal attacks by South-east Asian 
(especially Indonesian) reticulated pythons (Python 
reticulatus), African rock pythons (Python sebae), South 
American anacondas (Eunectes murinus) and an Australian 
scrub python (Morelia amethistina). 

• Some of the victims were swallowed.
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Figure 75.10 (A) Distribution of venomous terrestrial snakes. 



Manson’s Tropical Infectious Diseases (Twenty-third Edition) Editor: Jeremy Farrar 

ISBN: 978-0-7020-5101-2, 2014.

Figure 75.10 (B) Distribution of venomous sea snakes. 



Figure 75.10 (A+B) Distribution of venomous snakes. 
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Trends in fatal snakebites in Venezuela, 2003–2007
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